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Abstract: An experiment was conducted in one of the palm orchards infected with the lesser date moth Batrachedraamydraula
Meyrick in the Ramadi region during the 2020 season in order to study the population density, number of insect generations,
and calculate the rate of infection and economic loss on date palm cultivar Khastawi. The results showed that the insect has
three generations in the Ramadi area, the first generation peaked in the second week of April and recorded an average of 15
insects trap-1, and that the peak of the second generation was in the fourth week of May, with an average of 23 insects trap-

1, the appearance of the third generation was recorded in the third week of June, at a rate of 18 insects. trap-1. The infection rate
was first recorded on May 5 with a rate of 13.29% and this percentage increased to reach the highest infection rate of 72.16%
on July 14. This was reflected in the economic loss rate of the variety, which amounted to 3.23%, resulting from the ratio
between the affected fallen fruits (6.594 kg.Palm-1) to the expected production of 194.746 kg.Palm-1.
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1. Introduction
The date palm (Phoenix dactylifera L) [Al-Hamad

et al. (2021)], is considered from ancient times as one
of the oldest fruit crops with complete nutrients, having
been cultivated about 7000 years ago in the Middle East
and North America [Flower et al. (2019)]. Date palm
trees are of great importance as a food source and
heritage symbols, especially in the Arab world, which
is characterized by its wide area and diversity of climate,
which has helped in the spread of palm cultivation in
many of its regions [El-Shafei (2018)]. Date palm trees
and their fruits are affected by many insects and disease
pests, and the lesser date moth (Batrachedraamydraula
Meyrick), is one of the harmful insect pests in the
economies of dates in several areas of palm cultivation
in the world including Iraq, it attacks on a large scale
and causes a loss of up to 70% of the yield. The larvae
may feed on more than a third of the fruit, and during
their life the larvae infect three to four fruits, and the
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larvae attack the fruits just before ripening, then leave
the fruits after feeding dry and move to the neighboring
fruits [Jatoi and Shah (2021)]. The insect causes severe
damage to palm trees in the Middle East, with production
losses of up to 50% reported in some countries [Kinawy
et al. (2015)]. It is considered one of the important
insect pests that infect palm fruits, which infect palm
trees in the early stages of the fruit setting and starts
early from the beginning of the fruit set and continues
in the later stages. The damage occurs when the larvae
feed on most of the contents of the fruit, causing the
fruits to dry out, fall off and turn red [Latifian (2012)].
The insect larva is of great importance for its voracious
feeding [Mangrio et al. 2020)]. The insect eats
immature fruits, as it feeds on the embryos and cuts
off the contact between the fruits and their stems, which
causes drought and loss of fruits. The damage to this
pest has increased in palm farms in recent years and
ranges between 30-70% through generations of larvae
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