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Abstract

This paper aims at evaluating the temporal and spatial dynamics of city size distribution in Tamil

Nadu, an Indian State for the period 1951-2001. The research framework which is based on a

function relating population size to rank is used to test for the trends of deconcentration (where

smaller cities grow faster than larger cities) and spatial decentralization (with a more even spatial

distribution) of population over the study period. The ‘Expansion Methodology’ is used to

investigate the dynamics of the rank-size function in both temporal and spatial dimensions.
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1. Introduction

In the field of urban analysis, the definition of a city assumes a critical importance in

relation to the question of city size, a statistic of fundamental significance. Size is of obvious

relevance in the ranking and hierarchical ordering of cities, as well as their size distribution

and how this changes over time. City size is normally measured in terms of total population.

Interest in the relationship between the population sizes of a country’s cities emanates

from two main perspectives. The first perspective began with a focus empirical regularities

between the size of a city and its position in an array of all country’s cities as ordered by

population size. These observed regularities, referred to as rank size relation [Auerbach

(1913)]. The second major perspective of research on National City Size Distribution began

with Jefferson (1939) who observed quite different empirical regularities from the rank-size

scholars.

The aim of this paper is to study the trends in deconcentration and spatial dynamics of

city size distribution in Tamil Nadu, an Indian State for the period 1951-2001. The investigation

is based on a model relating to size of city to rank. The temporal and spatial dynamics of size

distribution of Tamil Nadu towns/ cities will then be portrayed based on Expansion

Methodology. The empirical findings from these analysis will throw light on changes observed
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