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Abstract

Stri Shakti - A Novel Programme started in Karnataka to empower rural women. The study conducted in

Haveri distinct of Karnataka revealed that the members of the SHG borrowed money mainly for daily

household expenses (23.09%) followed by health (19.63%) and festival and ceremony (16.17%). Sufficient

money was saved through bulk purchases. Maximum profit was earned from dairy followed by preparation

and sail of incense sticks and roti. In general, the SHGs have helped members in getting alternative livelihood

and in generation of extra income.
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1. Introduction

Stri Shakti programme was inaugurated on 18.10.2000 in Raichur district of Karnataka.

More than 200 crore savings have been achieved during the last ten years. More than two

lakh SHGs are functioning in Karnataka, with membership of more than 30 lakh women.

The main aim of this project is to create awareness among the rural women about the

importance of formation of thrift groups, developing a tendency of savings among the women,

financial transactions within and outside the group and linking SHGs with the financial

institutions. This ambitious project is being implemented through Department of women and

Child Welfare by Government of Karnataka. A seed money of Rs. 5000 was given to each

SHGs initially. The programme is proving to be highly successful. Hence, this study was

undertaken with the following objectives :

1. To study the expenditure pattern of SHGs.

2. To analyse the savings achieved by the SHGs and

3. To understand the enterprises undertaken by different SHGs.

2. Materials and Methods

This study was conducted in Haveri district of Northern Karnataka. Haveri and Savanur

taluks were selected for the study. Five randomly selected SHGs were selected each from
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